WILL QUESTIONNAIRE
 

Name of the testator: ______________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Are you (check all that apply):

__male __female

__married[__once/__several] __widow(er) __divorced __single

__previously made a Will - date(s): ____________________

Telephone number(s): (H) __________________ (W) _____________________

Military status: (Check one)

__in service __a spouse of person in service __a dependent of person in service __retired from service
__stationed outside of state of domicile - place: ____________________________________

Name of spouse: __________________________________

Children: __NONE __1 __2 __3 __4 Number: ___

__ more children are anticipated

__ no child, but children are anticipated

Adopted children are to be __expressly included, __expressly excluded or __this Will is to be silent on the subject.

Enter the names of the children (and indicate if minor, deceased with issue, by prior marriage, adopted, and any special treatment): 

_________________________ 
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

 

ASSET INVENTORY
Approximate assets of the testator: $ ___________

Approximate assets of spouse: $ _____________

Additional assets anticipated by death (including life insurance proceeds and assets which may be inherited): $ ________________

Combined assets: $ _____________

__testator has a pension plan or retirement account

 

REAL ESTATE
__real estate is to be disposed of under this Will -

· __the spouse is to be the beneficiary of all real estate [__ to be sold if spouse predeceases] 

· __just the house to the spouse (other real estate to pass in residuary estate) 

· __all real estate is to pass in residuary estate 

· __all real estate is to be sold 

· __to one or more other beneficiaries (identify beneficiaries and shares if unequal): 

Identify the property: ____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

 

TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY
How are the personal effects and other tangible personal property to be bequeathed -

  __all to the spouse 

  __as per a schedule (items not specified to the spouse) 

  __as per a schedule (items not specified to pass in residuary estate) 

  __all to the children 

  __as provided with regard to the residuary estate 

  __all to one beneficiary (enter name): 

  __OTHER (describe disposition and shares): 

 

CASH BEQUESTS
__there are to be specific cash bequests (enter amounts and beneficiaries):

 

RESIDUARY ESTATE
The residuary estate is to be bequeathed as follows -

  ___to the spouse outright [__if spouse predeceases, to issue per stirpes] 

  __a minimum bequest to spouse (disinheriting spouse to the extent permitted by law) [balance to __the children or __other beneficiaries] 

  __to children and issue of the testator, per stirpes [__outright or __in trust] 

  __to one beneficiary outright 

  __to one beneficiary in trust 

  __to more than one beneficiary, in __equal or __unequal shares, either outright or in trust 

Enter any specifics: __________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

__designate alternate beneficiaries (as opposed to having residuary estate pass as if the testator died intestate). The alternate beneficiary may be an individual, entity or group of people, and you can designate a series of successor alternate beneficiaries: 

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

A beneficiary must have attained what age to be entitled to receive a bequest outright -

  __18 __19 __21 

or for larger estates -

__25 __30

__25 but 1/2 of the legacy is to be released when 21

__30 but 1/3 is to be released when 21, and 1/3 when 25

__35 but 1/3 is to be released when 25, and 1/3 when 30 

__Other:

If a child of the testator is a minor, are bequests to the child to be -

· __paid, at the ELECTION of the executor, to the child, a guardian or a custodian under a Uniform Gifts To Minors Act, OR the executor may hold the bequest in trust (usually this option is best) 

· __held in trust [by __a TRUSTEE or __the executor] until child attains majority 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
Appoint as executor -

  __the spouse 

  __the spouse and a co-executor 

  __the spouse and one or more successor executor 

  __one executor 

  __one executor and one or more successor executor 

  __two co-executors 

  If a co-executor fails to qualify - 

  __the other may act alone 

  __the other may appoint a new co-executor 

  __another co-executor is to be designated in this Will 

Enter the name(s) and relationship to the testator: _____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

IF THERE IS TO BE A TRUST -

Appoint -

  __one trustee 

  __one trustee and one or more successor trustee 

  __two co-trustees 

  If a co-trustee fails to qualify - 

  __the other may act alone 

  __the other may appoint a new co-trustee 

  __another co-trustee is to be designated in this Will 

Enter the name(s) and relationship to the testator: ___________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

· __a trustee is also a beneficiary (if so, you should have a co-trustee) 

· __a majority of beneficiaries may remove a trustee and appoint a successor (who is not "related or subordinate" within the meaning of 26 U.S.C. 672(c)) 

· __income beneficiary is to be entitled to demand each year $5,000 or 5% of the principal of the trust 

· __create a single trust, rather than separate trusts, for minor children (permitting unequal payments) 

· __if a minor grandchild becomes a beneficiary, bequest must be held in trust (rarely, discretion to release to grandchild or guardian is preferable) 

· __trustee may liquidate a trust for a minor to the minor's guardian [__only if trust principal is less than $ ________ ] 

GUARDIANSHIP OF MINOR CHILDREN
If there are minor children, does the testator wish to appoint -

  __one guardian 

  __a guardian and one or more successor guardians 

  __two co-guardians 

  __no guardian is to be appointed in this Will 

  __and appoint a conservator of the children's property (in jurisdictions where appropriate) 

Enter the name(s) and relationship: ____________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

